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N the former part of this Verſe, . we find Sur Bleſ- | 
. ed. wiour 1 og ny his Diſciples, and in them . | | [ 
hatſoe ver, to an unblame- | 
y Mexctglary converſation. Le jour 

ger, faith he, that is, oo or knowledge of 24 
del whith if in you., * {7 he, or ſhew forth - 
FRIES ©; - itſelf, 
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irlelf, in all the graces and virtues of a true Chriſtian 
life, before, or in the ſight of men, that they may ſee 


our good works , not only works of charity, as 8 
Toms too yarrawly expound it, hut all ſorty of good 0 


works whatſqever, and he by them excited to glari, Ml i 
your Father which 7s in Heaven. fl 


By which phraſe” two 1 may be meant: ei- In 
cher, killt. tat men may be;hereby-inyited yo p. I f 
joyee in, and give thanks and ah 20 God, for fo 
ter theſe viſible and glorious effects - his grace and an 
rode ust amongst man 4 or ſeccadly, that + an 
may = be provoked 40 reform — d | 
their lives: Dubel zevers, to come over the true belief 
and wicked Believers to the true practice of Chriſtia- 
nity : and both by ſo doing to glority God, in 


that way which of all others he moſt approves, by Wl of c 
doing his will, by bearmg much fruit, by” forving 71e 
bim er cp ang n n eee , 
5 | 
And bath theſe ſenſes, I make do danubt, ware i raſc 
intended in, theſe words; but Þ ſhall infiſt upon the ¶ natu 
lattet andy in my following diſoourſe: che whole ff all 
deſign and buſineſs of which ſhall be, go tnake good man; 
and apply this uſeful propoſition, which, I thin lo win 


may very naturally be inferr'd from the words o 
my Text, viz. 535 1 


That the unblameable, holy, and exemplary livs 
of Chriſtians are a very lik means, both 
of bringing over Dabelievera, and converting 

RD wicked | licuers, to 2 true and ſted faſt be * 

and practice of the Chriſtian Religion. 


That 
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That chis is true, as to Uubelievers, miglit he 
ficiendy provd from conſidering : That the holy 
Scriptures do recommend to Chriſtians this method 
of converting Unbelievers, which, it is moſt certai n, 


this end. Thus we find St. Peter 1 Ep. g. c. v. 1, 2. ex- 


lieving Husband to the faith, by her chaſt converſation. 
That God, ., eſpecially having appointed this means 
for the attainment of this end, will, no doubt, in 
an extraordinary manner ſanctify it by his grace 
and make it effectual to it - And laſtly, That it is pfarũ 
from experience, that the growth of - Chriſtianity 
has been always very much owing to this caule : 
there having been multitudes of Dulelievere, as dll 
75 9 Writers aſſure us, won over to the faith 
of Chriſt, b 


briety of the finſt Chriſtians. : : \ HQ? 


W But, becauſe men are generally (deſirous to ſee the 
e reaſons of things, how they come to paſs, and by what 


the MW natural power each cauſe produceth its effect, I 


ole ball endeavour, as briefly and clearly as I can, to 


manifeſt this, as to the polnt in hand, by theſe fol- 
lowing Conſiderations: ſame of which will ſhow, 
how the holy and exemplary lives of Chriſtians 
contribute towards | the converfion of | Uzbetrevers , 
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more directly and immediately. And 
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they would not do, were it not ſit and proper for 
horting the Believing Wife, to win over the De- 


V the incompatable Piety, C hurith, and So- 


more remotely, and by diſtant conſequence; 5 others, . 


atttact 
7: the be 


effects of which they ſhall plainly perceive to be ſo 
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he eyes and thoughts of 'Unbeliepers , and, 
io doing, probably engage them in ſome ſci. 
ous reflections upon the Chriſtian Religion, the 


"ary » 
nn 


glorious. and- wonderful. Whatfoever is extraor- 
dinary and ſarprizing men are naturally apt to gaze 
at and admire, and to enquire into the cauſes 
and original of ; and conſequently, the lives of Chri- 
ſtians, which, when led according to the Rules of 
their Religion, are very extraordinary, and . vaſtly 
beyond any thing that was in the world before, will 
be very likely to provoke men to à curious obſer- 


vation and examination of them, as alfo of the 
grounds and principles from which they proceed. i 
Theſe burning and ſhining lights, cannot fail at leaſt of ¶ the. 
ſtartling and awakening ſuch as were before in dark Ml vei 
| neſs, and in the ſhadow of death: Theſe blefſed fm ui 
f the ſpirit cannot fail of perſwading men at leaſt to neſs 
taſt and ſee how good the Lord is, and when we have nen 
once brought them ſo far as to taſt, there is very litt Hin 
rar of their not likin 055 0009 hee not 
i Secondly, The holy and exemplary lives of Chi beca 
ſtians will be a ſure means of recommending them i pecte 
- the favour and eſteem, love and friendſhip of UniWerite 
lievers: and conſequently a ſure means of gaining of = 
- portunities of converſiug familiarhy with them; i f. 
linuating truth into them; and making them wil; 
ling and eaſie to receive its For there is no mühe 
let him be of what profeſſion or denomination Mee 
will) that doth not admire Juſtice and honeſt deaf it 


ig ſineerity and: veratity, kind ne and Charity 
1 Whereſge ver hee finds t theme; and thereſc 
chere can be no doubt but good Chriſtians, wh 
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muſt neecls be, in à conipicuous matmer, eminent 
for the practice of theſe and all other virtues, will 
ſoon become the darlings of all mankind; obtain a 
mighty Intereſt in their opinions and affections, and 
then, by conſequence, a mighty power, both of 
kading them into, and confirming them in, the know- 
ledge of Chriſt. Juſt as it was in the caſe of John the 
Baptiſt, who, having firſt approv'd himſelf to the 
world, by the extraordinary ſanctity and ſeverity 
of his life, there immediately went out to him Feruſa- 
lem and all 'Judea, and all the region round: about Jor- 
dan, and gladly: heard his Doctrine, and were forth - 
with Baptix d of him. 4-103 bt ed on bn wy; 
Thirdly, The holy and exemplary lives of Chri- 
ſtiant, if ever they come to debate the principles of 
their Religion with Unbelievers,' will give a mighty 
weight and advantage to all their Arguments, by 
taking away all jealouſies and ſuſpicions of -trickiſh- 
nels, and inſincerity in them; whereas our expe- 
tience aſſures us, that, let men argue never ſo well 
in behalf of Religion, yet if their Arguments are 
not back d by their lives, they are ſeldom, ſcarce 
ever, ſucceſsful. And the reaſon of this is plain: 
becauſe the Arguments of ſuch men are always ſuſ- 
pected, and, they themſelves being manifeſt Hypo- 
rites; their Arguments generally paſs for ſuch too. 


Fourthly, The holy and exemplary lives of Cbri- 
iars will ſo powerfully repreſent to Dubelievers 
he reaſonableneſs and eacellency of the Chriſtzar 
Religion,” as Well as the uſefulneſs and advantage 
f it, towards the preſent and future happineſs, 
nd welb being of mankind, that they cannot 2 | 
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jt my — their aſtections towards it, and not 
only ſtrongly 


incline them to examine into the 
grounds of it, but even prejudice, aud prepoſſeſs them 
in favor of it, and make them wiſh and deſire that 
it may be true, by ſhewing them how much it is 
for their Intereſt that it ſnofild be ſo. Thus, for 


When they ſhall ſee its precepts all exemplifyd 
in the lives of its Diſciples: how capable they 
are of being practis d, notwithſtanding» all the ſecm- 
ing difficulties: im the Theory, and how much 
they tend to exalt and ennoble human nature, when 
practis d, by drawing it off from the carnal and 

ſenſual, to- the ratio nal and ſpiritual life ; they will 
| be conſtrain d to acknowledge it a reafonable, con- all 
| ſtrain d to wiſh it-a Divine Service. FM 


. Again;when/by: comparing the: lives ofChiftians with MI ne. 

thoſe of other men, they ſhalt plainly ſee: how much a 

they do ſurpafs them, in piety towards God, Fuſtice and the 

Charity towards men, and in-aRegular and well ordered WM © 

Government of themſelves, their luſts and paſſions un 

(and this they would: ſoon ſee, if Chriſtians were but MI 5" 

careful to direct their lives according to their Rule) 

they muſt needs own, that they have a more excel- ther 

lent Rule of: Life to walk by, than other menand MI © 
. carneſtly deſire, that this were to be the ſtanding Rule 


N to all Mankind; 2 by 
Onee more; when they ſhall obſerve, from ſenſible I he 
aud living proofs, how much the Law$ of Chriſtia- e. 
nity duly: put in execution, tend to preſerve the 
Peace, order, and beauty of the Univerſe, and the 
; | par- 


oY 


— 


— — W 
; . a SE — N —— —— 
—4 af — — 2 — — 5 — AC" —— — — — — — — =_ 
— 4 T 


: . J 1 
> £ 2 * NE INIT ETC Sd. > 6.4 
* * 4 __ * 1 


. * „ 
Py ö n * DE IN" i ; * 
5 * DR SG F \ * & 5 5 


3 


2 . 0 W 1c) hs N 3 + 4 . = * * * hs ö F ö F * , £ I ras: - 
27 22 > ' 8 I —_—_—_— — * "8, eats * 8 8 
— : * 4 n * a $ N , Sy *. F j n * — - *. 


particular happmelſs, and well-being of every mem- 
ber of it; How contented and uſeful it makes. every 
man in bis own Station: how reſpectful. and obedi- 
ent to his Superiors, how humble, kind and helpful 
to his inferiours, how juſt and beneficent to all ; how 
utterly it eradicates from the minds of men every 
Root of bitterneſe Which may make them uneaſy. either 
to themſelves, or others, aad how plentifully it in- 
ſpires them with all thoſe Graces and Virtues, which 
may ſerve to promote their own, and their Neigh- 
bours happineſs ; but, above all, with what ſure 
and glorious hopes it fills them of a bleſſed. immorta- 
lity, in proſpect of which, they are able to triumph 
over all. the miſcries and troubles of this preſent Life, 
and defy, all. manner of dangers that may, threaten 
them, nay, even Death itſelf: When, I ſay, they 
ſhall experimentally and ſenſibly find the conducive- 
neſs ot the Chriſtian Religion, towards theſe admirable 
and deſirable ends-; how can it be cenceiv'd,. that 
they ſhould not ſtraitway fall in Love with it, 
at cagerly deſire to employ. themſelves jn exami- 


guments, their full weight, which ſerve to con- 
firm them in the truth of it? And this will, put 
them into an excellent Temper and Diſpoſition for 


teceiving 


Laſtly, That evidence which the Holy Lives of 
Chriſtians carry in them, of the truth and Diuinitꝝ of 
the Chriſtian: Religion, and this is very ſtrong and 
powerful... 5 „ 


Firſt, 


ning thoſe Reaſons, and readily give thoſe Ar- 
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ity of the Chriſtian Religion: it appearing utterly 
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Firſt, It is moſt highly probable, that that Religion, 


which ſo much tends to raiſe men up into a confor- 


mity, and likeneſs to God, and, as St Peter expteſſeth 
it, to make them partakers of the Divine Nature, as it 
is plain from the Hol Liver of Chrſhcn 

the ' Chriſtian Religion doth , had that God for 
its Author, to whom it is ſo very like. Were there 
any thing in the lives of Chriſtians, led according to 
the Rules of their Religion, eicher unlike to, or un- 
worthy of, God, this would be a ſufficient argument 
againſt the Diyinity of it; for God certainly can do 
nothing, either unlike to, or unworthy of, himſelf. 
But ſince every line and feature of a true Chriſtian 
is exactly anſwerable and agreeable to all our pureſt 
and moſt refin'd notions of God, it ſeems highly un- 
reaſonable, not to acknowledge him for his Father, 
But ; rr £15 1 y 3: W 3 | 


£4 4 , 
— * 


Secondly, The Holy Lives of Chriſtiant 
me to be an infallible demonſtration of the Diai- 


* 
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"ſeem to 


impoſlible, that any thing leſs thin” ihfinite Wil. MY 0 
dom and infinite Power joyn'd together, ſhould be IM kent 
able to raiſe mens Lives to that perfection, which din. 
the Chriſtian Religion vifibly doth ; and conſe- mie: 
quently that muſt be infinite wifdom, and infinite che 
power. | RR It in 


= 4 


In vain, alas! had the wiſe men of this world, 
for about four. thouſand years, exercis d their wits, 
in ſearching out ſuch perfect Rules of living, as 
ſhine fo 1lluſtriouſly in the lives of true Chriſti- 

| ans. 


hum 
Prin: 


nnr i ed att af Hl et ae ara 
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5 Mary le 

ans. And. is it 7 5 TT Jha! Tre ſhould 
come one man at laſt, . wiſer than all the world be- 

fore him, who ſhould be able of himſelf to atchieve 

this miglity work 2 NO certainly, the work' was 
more than humane, and not to be accompliſh'd 

but by the. infinite and vmltifarious wiſdom, which 
ſo richly | dwelt. in our Jeſus, who has been in 
theſe laſt days the Author or It” Nothing leſs 
| than that Scripture, which has been given us by in- 
b ſprtion of God, could have been ſufficient for Do- 
) drive, for Rep proof, off rC orreckion, for Luftruckion in 
5 Roto eff. that the man of God might be, as we 
1 now {ee him, . and reg far 'd unto all 
t good. works. ; 


. And, as our WTI to and out, ſo our power 
Wo execute, the meaus of arriving at this perfecti- 
on was much too ſhort. 'For, ſuppoſing that, of 
our ſelves, we could have diſcover” thoſe excel- 
lent Rules of life which © Chriſtians now walk by: 
yet conſidering how very diſagreeable they are to 
fiſh and blood, and how conſtantly and how vio- 
lently they thwart our deareſt a Rios and in- 
clinations, and how many and how potent ene- 
mies we mut have fought our way through -t6 
the obſervance of them, e cannot but acknowledge 
it impoftible for us ever to Have kept them; For it is 
* in the ü f of man, ee in” himſelf, to 
& continuall 1tin al an Iing down 
himſelf: fte 0 in Ns „er of” 205 mailt. 5 
ed man to, eile e Wirb, and get the Victory over, 
principatitier "and Powers. & Büt⸗ What the ee 
O1 


ea. ed at 
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2 
ot man ===; not. 805. that: the ſup Tang grace ll: 
Of. God has effectirally done: and By this Wwe, Who ( 
of ourſelves are w24k, and unable to dg any go thing, = * 
are made ſtrong in the Lord, enabled to Led all e [ 
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and to g on unto a us „ 
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This. then * look: upon as a ſtanding Miracle o 


| 
| rove the Dzvinity of th > Chriſtian Religion; name- : 
| 17 WE, vaſt change it has made from the carnal to Ml * 
| piritual man, viſible in the lives of all good 5 
| ng , and uncapable . of being effected by a 
5 any thing bel that: > Divine TROP and Wit 
F dom. N wrt Terry an 
And thus you ſee i how the lives of good yr 

Chriſtians do conduce very much towards the con- o. 

verſion. of T Unbelievers to the Chriſtian R eligion ; ; by fo 

inclining them. to look into it, gaining _opportuni- v. 

. ties ot inſtructing them in it, repreſenting it ami- % 
4 „ able and lovely to them, and by bed them fen 


for, and offering to 725 not only e le, but 
even demonſtrative evidence of fe TOY. of i it 
Proceed to no ß XY 


r. Secondly , tak" thy Lodge every whit as 
much towards the converſion of Wicked Believer. 
to a. true and n e of e en Re- 
HEAR: For, 


Fut "The boly Ys rd 7 Does! 47 10 cod (ri 
| 55 will be a * innal Re proach , and oof (0 
: the bad ones ; by ſhewing, in themlelves as in 2 
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Glaſs.s... bow, inſincere n hypo 


C critical,. — 
are, how 4 unlike. wor in reali ty. And 
= FU. _ how. 1 With 8 and 
» WW how unworthy, of. bat holy naue, | by which they 
We calld. Al 72 5 muſt evidently appear, from 
MW views; be. 127 good Cbriſtiaus, between which 
7 5100 thol a Po: 507 Will be 1 at firſt 
" Wl fghe, fue us rity, as wil render 
0 wicked. 1 Gro 12 e Neg 24, in the; 
ſight of 175 on even of ſuch as are; not Chriſti- 
by ans themſelves 7 6 for all men naturall y, love ſince- 


"_ 


i nty, and a correfpondence between _ actions 


and profeſſions) and moreover make them, if they 
are not quite harden d, aſhamd of th. lobes od 


or their "Unchriſtian Converſation. The Righteome , 
by the wicked, in the wiſdom. of Solomon, a. 
v. 12, &c. i rot for. our turn, and be is clean ＋ 
trary” to or 40 85 be: upbraideth us . aur 
fending tie Luar 1 and ol Jeckeiß to our in 
tranſgreſſing of our R He was 1 
rove our thoughts. He is grievous unto us Sit In 
behold,” for bir Tife is. not like other mens, his ways 
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Beſides, ths reproo of a good life GE this 2 
euliar advanta e ER all oth er orts.. of. reproof, that 
t is not capat le of being 9 Lane neg-- 

ited | upon Feetehes or” ig proceeding. from — 


reſolve, either to ſhake off their Chriſtian 2 fe e([ion, | 


are of another faſhion. © We are eſteem d of him as 


| foral mine particular piques, and'privats Berets 191 1 
defigns, as bey are. A good life is a reproof at large, 
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and th no man can fay, Fam the perſon Ae d 
by it ; it is the neceſſary means of Our Salvation, 
ind therefore no man can be ſo footifh as to ima- 
ine, that it proceeds from any particular ſpite, or 
will to wg The reproof of it is the mo lively 
and powerful, becauſe the moſt ſenſible that can 
þe ; and yet at the fame time moſt inoffenſive 
and like to do good, becaufe it points at no par. 
rieutar Poms. nor can be h to . ill de- 
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Kcondly.The ty and. PEN; y li t; Yes F 1 44 me Chris 
will bea chunt Leffon of inſtruction to 


the wicked, and, ' having ſhew'd them that they 


walk wrong, direct them how to walk right; 
by ſetting before them, in lively colours, the exact 
pourtraick of a tue Chriſtian, ſenſibliy tracking out 
for them t Ros they are to walk in; and 


ing viſibh 
— leading them on by the band, in it. We 
have ſuch a great 3 4 ſenſe. with our rea- 


ſon, and beſſdes are ſo * 
tote of tr own kind; Th there cannot a great- 


er bleſſing befall us, than to be ſurrounded Sith 


good examples; which may ſerve for à ſenſible 
Comment tmporr the laws of Reaſon and Religion, 
the better to inform oar minds in them ; and like- 
wafe- to provake us rightly to apply this: natural 
ineſination we fave to imitate one another... 5 
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re them, and, by ſo doing, asit 
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Laſtly, The Holy and exemplary lives of good 
2 will be a continual encouragement to the 
wicked, to forſake their fins, and return to their 
Duty; by becoming to them a plain demonſtrati- 
on, not only of the poſſibility of practiſing their 
Duty, but alſo of that moſt deſirable eaſe, plea- * 
ſure and ſatisfaction, that moſt delightful hope, and 
joyful expectation, which conſtantly attend upon the 


And what can an erring Chriſtian poſſibly need or 
deſire more, in order to his amendment, than to be 
made ſenſible of his errours, and at once inſtruct- 
ed and encouragd to forſake them > This will 
be (ufficient for his Reformation, if he be wil- 
ling to be reform'd, and if he be not , 


— 


. 
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Upon the whole then, conſidering the vaſt in- 
fluence that the holy Lives of Chriſtians have, to- 
wards the propagation, not only of the true faith, 
but alſo ttue practice of the ' Chriftsar Religion, I 
2 I may very juſtly make theſe following in- 
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Firſt, That a Qhriſtian not only may; but ſome 
times in Duty muſt, ſo do his good works, that 
they may be ſeem, of men, or with a deſign to have 
them ſeen of men 2 and for this plain reaſon , 
becauſe it is naſty for the honour of Bod and the 
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ſo far from being concern d in this probibition , 


we may, by our example , | happily: encourage 
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good of mankind that it ſhould be {o- 'Tis true 
indeed, our bleſſed Lord, who to the laſt degree ( 
abhorc'd all ſelf-conceit and vain-glory, has com. Ill © 
manded us. not to do our alms, ànd by parity, of 
reaſon other good works, before meu, to l ſeen of ther? ll ” 
that is to be ſeen of them, for that end, for which 

the Phariſees (to whom our Lord plainly alludes here) M. 

deſired their good works might be ſeen, namely, IM - 
purely that they might get the praiſe and glory of 
men, and therewith feed and inflame their vanity and 
Oftentation. But, as for thoſe who have no other end W 
in letting their good works be ſeen, than the Glory of | 
God and the good of their Brethren ; they are 


that they have expreſs: warrants: for what they 
do, not Only from the reaſon of f the thing it 
which command them to ſet their candle on a cane 
dleſtick, to let their light ſhine before men, to 
* like 4 City on an un „which cannot be bid, 
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And this I take to be, not only a plain Juſtifl- 
cation, but a very high. commendation of our pre- 
ſent meeting; that, at a time when many have 
deny d the Lord who bought them, and the love of 
. hat aca 
2 . publick ſhow. of. our Faith and Charity; and 
both by word and deed openly to prove | our ſelves 
the true Diſciples: of the Bleſſed Jeſus; that ſo WM" 


others. 
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chers to become n and ; by this means 
effectualiy propagate that true Chriſtian faith, 
which worketh by lobe, and is ſhown by: its 
works. 9 5 p 122 5 „Hi 218 7% 3 


_ Secondly, Hence F' infer that all the Atheiſme;, 
Deiſm, - Propbhaneneſ and Tamorality., that is now 
fo rife amongſt | us, cometh very. much from, and 
is very much (encouraged by, tlie ill lives of us 
who profeſs the faith of Chriſt; or, at leaft;, 
from want of that exemplary. Holineſr, which is 
{> ſtrictly requir d of all Chriſtians, It being ab- 
folately impoſſible, as well from the: nature of 
the thing itſelf, as from the juſtice and goodneſt 
of Divine Providence; that our Saviour's King- 
dom ſhould not daily be enlarged, if we were 
but duly: careful, by the goodneſs of our lives; 
to invite into it ſuch as ſhould be ſavedry and, on 
the contrary, as impoſſible that the Devils King- 
dom ſhould flouriſh as it doth, if we didi not, by 
the badneſs of our lives, plead for it, ſet it up, 
and help to ſupport it. To remove therefore this 
grievous ſcandal, together with all the fatal confe- 


quences of it, I infer, 


bout reforming the World, by. reforming our 
Wn lives „* and ſo making them it means and In- 
ruments of reforming others. 


Thirdly, ' that we ought all immediately to ſet 
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Aud methinks the pleaſure of turning, Souls to | 


Riebreonſueſs is fo truely great, the work in 
it ſelf ſo noble, ſo much for the honour of 
God and our Saviour, and the promiſes annex- 
ed to it ſo glorious; and this way of doing this 
work is. ſo caſie, lyeth ſo level even to the-mean. 
eſt capacities, and is withal ſo inoffenſtve, and 
yet ſo very likely to prove effectual, that theſe 
alone, * i all other — : 
ought to be a powerful invitation and encourage- 
. en to lead holy and excmplary lives. 


hBeſides, as we ſhall receive extraordinary rewards 


in another world, upon account of the good we 
have dene other men by our examples, ſo ſhall we 
likewife undergo extraordinary puniſhments ,- upon 
* t N wager yds page 5 1 
far, as our examples have been the - occaſion of 
them. It is therefore — the higheſt moment and 
importance to us, ws abſtarn| from every _ PEAT ance 
of toil, 10 provide things home in he fight of all 
mewn, aud in all things 10 ſhew our ſelves patterns of 


good works, _— 


But this is more eſpecially, jncumbent upon us, 
who have had the advantages of a Religious and 
leatned: education, and, fidm our very infancy, 
have been inſtructed in the knowledge, and exer- 
cis d in the practice, of the Chriſtian Religion: 
and, by this means are better qualify d for be- 

| a. coming 


EWA ES 2 ag. 2 oa eta ee” "x1 abt * ; . 8 p g 
a 3 . a r 8 9 l * 22 ue” 4 9 _ cad + 11 e 1 FS "I 2 . . 5 N 
18 TR r 1 >: 2 * = 1 en 2 44 ian a EE. Kt URGES BEN I .. RS Cats 3 . * 
5 n 3s Ta LESS. OK 2” N 8. Os 3 e * 3 EPR” PS N ä We 22 4 9 * 2 9 oa I 3 21 b * "2 333 1555 25 9 
* J ; z as m— "I , e yu > N 2 WE Xe M7 RY 
: x 5 ” 
Bat A 


OO RY" * 2 3 W 8 * —— 


8 Mary le w, Jan. 7 1699 17 


coming burning and. ſhining. lx bir, in| the midi. of. 
this perverſe and crooled generation. If we, WO 
have thus received many Sufeful Talents at Gods 
band, are not careful duly to improve them to 


his Glory and the good of Mankind (the ends 
they JI en for ) we know our doom, and 
cannot bat Own N (rap ava; eee 
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Pound 55 3 fre- 

ently to contemplate t xamples o good 
— pA of wake there are 59 many 2 ſo 
great advum — to be drawn. We ſhould learn 
mn them to ſet out own faults, and to mend 
them; to denon the Divine beautics and 
tions, and tranſcribe them; to ſtudy L 
his Creatures, his Laws in their: Lives, and Us 
direct way 
who take exact care' to tread + towards it. 
Ih one word, we ſhould, x the Author of the 
Epiſtte to the Hebrewe exhorts us, | often conſider. 
ar anotfler , fo Mews mate 1 d t . 
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And this is one excellent uſe we may make 


of onr © tat to look round about us, 
and fee what brave — generous. Souls there are 
mongft r i: who: have beten famous for ſerving 
Gd, ' and ing: good in their generation: and im- 
nediately to take fire at their examples, and be- 
come - 


to Henven in the foot- eps of mem, 


reth his value of above all others, and will at 


we are going to pay a debt, of Gratitude ſhall ! 
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come ali Holy zeal and emulation: and, from this 
inſtant, to enert our utmoſt ſtrongth. for the over. 
taking, if poſſible, at leaſt for-the commg up to, and 

eping' equal pace with, theſe Heroick Saints, who 


have riow) ſo far out- gone us in the paths of vir- 


gerty ſtrivend to rivab one another, in matters of 


i 
* L 


much leſs moment and concern ; O let us not 


flag here, where all that we can deſire, and more 
than we can conceive, even eternal life and hap- 
pineſs is „it ſelf, at ſtake. dBi 03 v 
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Laſtly Ithave but one thing more to and 
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that is this that, altho in the beginning of this 


Diſcourſe I told you, that by good works here we 


ate not to underſtand only werks of Charity, yet we 
are certainly principally to underſtand thoſe; and 


that for this plain reaſon, becauſe the Goſpel al- 


ways placeth works | of Charity at the head of our 
good works ; theſe being thoſe good works which 
God expreſsly prefers to ſacrifices. and burnt . offer- 


inge, and which our Savigur.. every where decla- 


the great day of Judgment lay the moſt particular 


Let us then be peculiarly : careful to excel in theſe 
geod works, ſo: acceptable to God, ſo, dear ito 
Chriſt. More eſpecially now: when we are met together 
with a publick profeſſion of doing good: when 


ſay, 
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ſay, ot rather of ſtriet Juſtice, to that Seboel, to 
whoſe tender care of us moſt of us owe Hany E 
the Temporal bleſſings which we enjoy, and all 
of us, in great neaſure, our hopes of thoſe that 
are eternal: And, laſtly, when we have the no- 
bleſt inſtance aud pen“ of doing good of- 
fered to us, that can be; the providing both 

of thoſe who are un- 


. 


for the ſouls and bodies 
able to help themſel ves; thoſe, who are not on- 
ly of the houſhold of faith, but, as it were, of our 
ez bonſbold too; and that too in ſuch a way, 
d Das ſhall make our Charity extend itſelf to the 
is Woouls of many who are yet unborn, by train- 
e Ming up young men for the Miniftry, and more 
ve immediate attendance upon mens Souls. Let us 1 
lay, having theſe opportunities, theſe encourage- 
ments, theſe obligations, be glad to diſtribute and 
willing to communicate. Let us give as freely, as we 
have receiv d, and as cheerfully, as if we were 
yet receiving; Let us ſow plentifully that we 
may reap ſo, and make uſo of this opportunity of 
doing good, as thoſe that are not often like to meet 
with loch telnptirig anes again. 


To conclude all; If we really dofire to ſheu 
our love and veſpett or our Schoo!, as we pre- 
tend, and to give it a Character and Reputati- 
dn in the world, let our: govd. works become Ad- 
Vocates for it, Let the tine Qhriſtian prindiples 
which we learnt there, ine forth in all our 

D | ations, 
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tably diſpoſed to give them away, may have them for 
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actions, and they will give it a ſufficient Luſtre. 
Let us prove by the largeneſs of our Charity , 
both our good will towards it, and our ſenſe 
of the many advantages, which we have receiv d 


from it; and, by that and all other virtues, make 


it plainly appear to the world, that it is indeed, 


what it pretends to be, and what will be its ever- 
laſting voy a true Seminary for Virtue, a faithful 
Nuſery for Heaven. 1% FE 
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